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Excerpts from 'Bhakti Ratnakara' 


1. LORD ADVAITA ACARYA AND THE WICKED BRAHMIN OF MATHURA 

This is a story about Advaita Acarya in the Bhakti Ratnakara (5.174-196) 

Raghava Pandit narrates this story to Srinivasacarya: 

tlrtha paryatana kale advaita gosai; dekhi’ mathurara sobha child ei thai 
mathuraya anudesi eka vipradhama; vaisnave nindaye sada - e tarn niyama 
panditabhimani dusta sakala prakare; mathurara sista loka karhpe tarn dare 

“When Advaita Acarya was on pilgrimage He came here to admire the beauty of 
Mathura. A fallen brahmin who lived there was always criticizing Vaisnavas - it was his 
regular habit. He was very proud of his learning and wicked in all respects. The gentle 
people of Mathura trembled of fear of him.” 

eke dina prabhu advaitera sannidhane; koroye vaisnava ninda duksaha sravane 

surd advaitera krodhavesa atisaya; karhpe osthadhara, rakta varna netra-dvaya 
maha-darpa koriya kohoye bar bara; ‘ore re pasanda! tora nahiko nistara 
cakra loiya hate ei dekho vidyamana; tora munda katiya koribo khan khan 

“One day he criticized Vaisnavas in a way that was impossible to tolerate, in 
Advaita Prabhu’s presence. When Advaita heard it He was overcome with great anger 
divine. With trembling lips and reddened eyes He said time and again in a greatly 
challenging way: “O you atheist! There is no redemption for you! Look here at the disk 
in My hand - I will slice your head of with it!” 

eto kohiyai prabhu caturbhuja hoila; dekhi’ vipradhama bhoye karhpite lagila 
kara-jor koriya kohoye bar bar; ‘ye ucit danda prabhu koroho amar’ 
duhsahga prayukta mora buddhi-nasa hoilo; ndjdni vaisnava-tattve aparadh koilo 
koinu aparadha yoto samkhyd nahi tar; mo heno pasanda prabhu koroho uddhdr 

‘Saying this, Advaita Prabhu assumed a four-armed form, seeing which the 
brahmin began to tremble of fear. Folding his hands, he said time and again, ‘O Lord, 
punish me as You deem fit! My intelligence was destroyed through bad company - not 
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knowing the facts about Vaisnavas I committed offences. There is no limit to the number 
of offences I committed - O Lord, please redeem a godless heretic like me!” 

eto kohi’ vipradhama koroye rodana; caturbhuja rnurti prabhu koila samvarana 
dekhiya viprera dasa day a hoilo mane; anugraha kori’ kohe madhura vacane 

“Saying this, the fallen brahmin wept and the Lord withdrew His four-armed form. 
When He saw the condition of the brahmin, Advaita Prabhu became compassionate and 
mercifully spoke these sweet words: 

koila aparadha maha-naraka bhuhjite; ebe ye kohiye taha koro savahite 
apanake saparadha hoiya sarva-ksana; sarva tyaga kori’ koro nama-sankirtana 
prana-pana kori’ santosiba vaisnavere; sada savadhana ho’ba vaisnavera dvare 
bhakti ahga yajanete niyukta hoibe; dekhile ye rnurti taha gopane rakhibe 

“You committed offences so you should suffer a terrible hell, so listen carefully 
now to what I will say - you have been offensive all along, now give all this up and 
engage in nama sahkirtan. Stake your life in the effort of pleasing the Vaisnavas and 
always deal with them carefully. Engage in the different limbs of devotional practise, and 
don’t tell anyone of the form of mine you have just seen.” 

aiche koto kohi’prabhu gelen bhramane; vipra maha-matta hoild sri nama-kirtane 
mathuray vaisnavera ghare ghare giya; koroye rodan maha-dainya prakasiya 

“Saying this much, Advaita Prabhu continued His pilgrimage, while the brahmin 
went mad in the ecstasy of harinam sarhkirtan. Weeping he went from door to door, seeing 
all the Vaisnavas of Mathura, showing great humility.” 


dekhiya viprera cesta vaisnava sakala; prasanna hoiya cinte viprera mahgala 
keho kohe - akasmat ascarya dekhiye; keho kohe - achaye karana nivediye 
mathuraya asi eka tairthika brahmana; chilen gopane - tar tejo surya-sama 
vicarinu - se isvara manusya akara; tar anugrahe vipra hoilo e prakara 
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“When the resident Vaisnavas saw the brahmin’s behaviour they were very pleased 
and thought of his welfare. Someone said - “What an amazing sudden (change) I saw!” 
Another one said: “I tell you how this happened - one brahmin pilgrim came to Mathura. 
Although He tried to conceal Himself He shone like the sun. I now realize that He was 
God in a human form - it is by His mercy only that this brahmin changed like this.” 


2. SANATANA GOSVAMI AND THE GIRLS' BRAIDS 

(Fifth Wave, verses 754 - 764) 

ahe srinivasa ei vrksera talaya; hoilo ye rahga taha kohiye tomdya 
eka dina sanatana govardhana hoite; etha aila rupa raghunathera dekhite 

"O Srinivasa!", Raghava Pandita told Srinivasacarya, "I will tell you what pastime 
took place at the base of this tree! One day Sanatana Gosvami came here (to Radhakunda) 
from Govardhana to see Sri Rupa and Sri Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami!" (754-5) 

sri rupa gosvami padya koroye racana; venira upama dilo vyalangana phana 
sanatana gosvami dekhiya kichu koy; dila e upama - iha hoy va na hoy 

"Sri Rupa Gosvami had written a verse in which he compared Srimati Radharani's 
braid with the hoods of a female snake. Seeing this verse, Sanatana Gosvami said: "I don't 
know if this is a good comparison or not!" (756-7) 

eto kohi' asiya namila kundajale; dekhaye - balikagana khele vrksatale 
bdlikd mastake veni pithete lotaya; sanatana dekhe - sarpa-bhrama hoilo tay 
balikagana prati kohe ati vyaghra hoiya; mathaya cadhaye sarpa prsthadesa diya 
abodha balikagana hao savadhana!; eto kohi nivarite korila payana 

"Saying this, he went down to the lake and saw (reflected) in the water that some 
girls were playing under a tree. When Sanatana Gosvami saw the braids of these girls, 
that hung down their backs, he mistook them for snakes. Very anxiously he told the girls: 
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"O stupid girls! Be careful! Snakes are crawling up your backs!", and ran up to them to 
stop these snakes. Seeing that Sanatana Gosvami was very upset, the girls giggled and 
disappeared!" (758-62) 

sanatana atisaya vyakula dekhiya; antardhana hoila sobe isat hasiya 
sanatana vihvala hoila ekhane; sthira hoiya geld rupa gosvdmira sthane 
rupe kohe - ye likhila sei satya hoy; sri rupajdnile sanatanera hrdoy 

"Here (on the eastern bank of Radhakunda) Sanatana Gosvami became 
overwhelmed. After calming down he went to Sri Rupa Gosvami and said: "What you 
wrote (about the snake) was true!" Sri Rupa understood what was on Sanatana’s mind 
(and that he had understood the purport of the verses)." (763 764) 


3. GANTHULI GRAMA AND GULAL KUNDA 

The village of Ganthuli lies 3 km. west of the town of Govardhana. Here Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu saw the Gopala-deity (see Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya-lila chapter 18) 

aiche parikramd kori govardhana diya; gelena ganthuli grdme ullasita hoiya 
raghava pandita srinivasa prati koy; kohiye gathuli grama nama yaiche hoy 
etha holi kheli dohhe boise simhdsane; sakhi duhun vastre ganthi dila sahgopane 
simhdsana hoite dohhe uthila yokhon; dekhaye bosoye ganthi hdse sakhi-gana 
hoilo kautuka ati dohhe lajja paila; phaguya loiya keho ganthi khuli dila 
e hetu gathuli - e gulal kundajale; ebe phagu dekhe loka vasantera kale 

They blissfully proceeded on the parikrama of Govardhana Hill until they reached 
the village of Ganthuli. Here Raghava Pandita explained to Srinivasa why the village was 
named Ganthuli. He said: "During the Holi pastimes, Radha and Krsna sat down on Their 
throne here and the sakhis secretly went up to Them from behind to tie up Their clothes. 
Then they sat down and laughed when the Divine Couple wanted to get up and dance, 
but were unable to separate because of the knot. Radha and Krsna became very shy then 
and one of the sakhis loosened the knot and threw some coloured powder at Them. That 
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is why this village is named Ganthuli (the word is derived from the Sanskrit word grantha, 
which means knot). Even now every spring season people can see that the lake near this 
village, named Gulal kunda ( gulal is a colored substance used for celebrating Holi) is filled 
with colour!" 


4. KOKILAVANA 

Kokilavana lies on the left side of the road, halfway between Nandagrama and 
Kosi, and can only be reached on foot. 

krsna maha kautuki paramanandamoy; kokila saubhagya hetu se sabde miloy 
yavatera pastime e vana manohara; laksa laksa kokila kuhare nirantara 
eka dina krsna ei vanete asiya; kokila sadrsa sabda kore harsa hoiya 

sakala kokila hoite sabda sumadhura; ye sune bareka tara dhairya yaya dura 

"In great bliss and to the great fortune of the cuckoos Krsna sang here just like a 
cuckoo! This beautiful forest lies west of Yavata (where Radharani lives with Her in-laws) 
and hundreds and thousands of cuckoos always sing there very beautifully. One day Krsna 
came to this forest and sang there as beautiful as a cuckoo. The patience of anyone who 
heard His sweet song even once would go far away." (1160 1163) 

jatila kohoye visakhare priya-vani; kokilera sabda aiche kabhu ndhi suni 
visakha kohoye - ei mo sabhara mane; yadi koho e kokile dekhi giya vane 

"With a pleasant voice Jatila, Sri Radhika’s mother-in-law, told Visakha: "I've never 
heard such sweet singing of the cuckoos!" Visakha said: "That's also what we think! If 
you will allow us, we will go into the forest to see this cuckoo!" (1164 1165) 

vrddha kohe yao suni ullasa asesa; rai - sakhi saha vane korild pravesa 
hoilo maha kautuka sukhera sima nai; sakalei asiya milila eka thai 
kokilera sabde krsna mile radhikare; ei hetu kokilavana kohoye ihare 
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"Old Jatila said: "Allright, go!" Hearing this, Rai and Her sakhis entered that forest 
in boundless bliss. In this way Krsna managed to meet Sri Radhika by singing like a 
cuckoo and that is why this forest is named Kokila-vana." (1166 1168) 


5. ANJANAKA 

This village lies two miles south of Khadirvana and is sometimes mentioned as 
being the birthplace of Indulekha-sakhl. 

ahe srinivasa dekho anjanaka grama; etha radha-krsnera vilasa anupama 
sri radhika nija vesa koroye nirjane; hoila bhusita nana ratnadi bhusane 
vesa bandhanadi kori ahjana porite, akasmat varhsi-dhvani pravese karnete 

sei ksane sri radhika sakhi-gana sahge; etha asi krsna mililen maha range 

"Ohe Srinivasa! Behold this village of Anjanaka! Here Radha and Krsna had a great 
pastime! Once Sri Radhika privately dressed and ornamented Herself here with different 
jewels. When She applied Her own eyeliner the sound of Krsna’s flute suddenly entered 
Her ear, so She ran to this place with Her girlfriends and very blissfully met Krsna there." 
(1169 1172) 


agusari ani krsna vihvala hoila; vtnda viracita puspasane bosaila 
dekhe ahga sobha - netre na dekhe ahjana; jijhasite vrttanta kohila sakhigana 
rasera avese krsna ahjana loiya; dilen radhika netre maha harsa hoiya 
ahjanera chale nana parihasa koilo; e hetu e sthana nama anjanaka hoilo 

"Krsna ecstatically seated Radhika on a seat of flowers arranged by Vrnda, but 
when He beheld Her bodily beauty He saw that She had no mascara on Her eyes. He 
asked the sakhis what was the matter and then took some mascara and applied it to 
Radhika's eyes in loving ecstasy. Because there was so much fun here about eyeliner 
(anjana) this place is named Anjanaka." (1173 1176) 
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6. umrAo 

Umrao lies closest to Chata, a bigger town in the center of Vraja Mandala. 

chatravane krsna raja kori sakhagana; raja ajna bole kore sarvatra sasana 
madhumahgaladi sabe pragalbha vacane; krsnera dohai diya phire vane vane 
maharaja chatrapati nandera kumara; tara e rajyete nai anya adhikara 
yadi keho puspa cayanete etha aise; tabe danda dibo tare loiya raja pdse 

"In Chatravana Krsna declared Himself king of Vraja, and His friends went out on 
His order to control the kingdom. Headed by Madhumangala, they went from forest to 
forest, boldly declaring Krsna the King of Vraja. They said: "Krsna, the son of Nanda 
Maharaja, is the king, and no-one else but He is in power here! If anyone comes here to 
pick flowers, we will take that person before the king to be punished!" (1220 1223) 

lalitadi sakhi krodhe kohe bara bar; radhikara rajye ke koroye adhikara 
aiche koto kohi lalitadi sakhigana; radhikara umrao koila seiksana 
umrao yogya simhasane bosi rai; sakhigana prati kohe caturdike cai 
more rajye adhikara kore ydijana; parabhava kori tare ano eiksana 

"But Lalita and her friends were angry and asked again and again: "Who wants to 
have any power in Radhika’s kingdom?" Thus they established Radhika’s kingdom, by 
seating Her on a suitable throne and faithfully surrounding Her. Sri Radhika ordered: 
"Defeat anyone who wants to control My kingdom and bring Him here!" (1224 1227) 

suni sajja hoiya cole yuddha koribare; vmda vinirmita puspa-yasti loiya kare 
sahasra sahasra sakhi cole cari bhite; subaladi sakha tdha dekhe dura hoite 
sri madhumangala na kohiya pdlailo; kon sakhi giya madhumangala dharilo 
puspamala diya hasta bandhana korila; umrao pdse sighra loiya aila 

"Hearing this, the sakhis dressed themselves and set out for battle, carrying a 
flower-scepter made by Vrnda with them. Thousands and thousands of sakhis scattered 
in all four directions and Subala and other cowboys saw them coming from a distance. 
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Sri Madhumangala fled without saying anything, but one sakhi caught him, bound his 
hands with a flower garland and quickly brought him before empress Radha." 

dekhi' madhumangala kohoye barn bar; karo rajye korao kahara adhikara 
toma saba saha danda dibo se rajare; yeno yaiche karma aro kabhu nahi kore 
suni' madhu kohoye koriya munda beta; aiche danda koro yate bhare mora peta 
umrao kohe - e petarthi brahmane; chadi deho yauk rajara sannidhane 

"Seeing Madhumangala, empress Radhika said: "Which king's order carrier are 
you? I will punish you and all of your companions so that you will never be so bold 
again!" Hearing this, Madhumangala lowered his head and said: "Punish me in such a 
way that my belly will become full!" The empress said: "Let this brahmana, who is only 
interested in his belly, go back to his Lord!" (1232 1235) 

sakhigana dila madhumahgale chadiya; bandhana sahita madhu colilo dhaiya 
maha darpe raja bosi' raja sirhhdsane; madhumangalere kohe - aiche dasa kene 
vimarsa hoiya madhu kohe bara bar; tomara korinu raja ei phala tara 
tehho umrao - tara pratapa apara; tumi ki koribe tara rajye adhikara 

"So the sakhis let Madhumangala go. He ran away with his hands still bound. When 
king Krsna, who very proudly sat on His throne, saw Madhumangala, He asked him: "How 
did you end up in this condition?" Madhumangala morosely replied: "You see, this is the 
result of my trying to maintain Your kingdom! The power of that empress is unlimited! 
How can You ever usurp Her empire?" (1236 1239) 

ye kandarpa jagatera dhairya-dhana hare; se kandarpa kampe tara netra-bhaiigi dvare 
tahate manaho tumi amara vacana; nijahga samarpi leho tahara sarana 
krsna kohe - madhu ye kohila sarvopari; tomare bandhilo duhka sahite na pari 
madhu kohe - tomara mahgala matra cai; apamana hoile-o kono duhka nai 

"That Cupid, who destroys the patience of everyone in this world, himself shivers 
when She even blinks with Her eyes, so heed my words and take shelter of Her, offering 
Your own body to Her!" Krsna said: "Madhu, what you say is the best advice! I cannot 
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tolerate to see you suffer in this bondage!" Madhumangala said: "I only desire Your 
welfare! Although I was dishonoured I don’t feel any misery!" (1240 1243) 

eto kohi krsna hasta kori akarsana; rdcthikdra nikate aise sei ksana 
prananatha gamana dekhiya sukhe rai; hoilen adhairya - lajja sima nai 
umrao vesa rai ghucdite cay; sakhi kohe - ei vese rahibe ethay 
radhikara aiche vesa krsna' dekhi dure; hoilo asthira dhairya dharite na pare 

"Saying this, Madhumangala took Krsna by the hand and brought Him at once to 
Sri Radhika. Seeing the Lord of Her Heart coming, Sri Radhika was very happy and She 
became impatient. There was no limit to Her bashfulness and She wanted to give up Her 
royal dress, but Her sakhis told Her: "This dress will stay here (You will have to wear it 
still!)!" Seeing Radhika’s dress from a distance, Krsna could not remain calm." (1244 
1247) 

krsna cesta dekhi madhu ullasa hiyaya; radhika samipe krsne anilo tvaraya 
radhika daksina pcise krsne bosailo; krsna vame rai ki adbhuta sobha hoilo 
radhikara prati madhu kohe bara bar; ebe krsna loho rajye koro adhikara 
krsna ye diben eka alihgana ratna; se tomara bheta - ta loibe kori yatne 

"Madhumangala was very happy at heart when He saw Krsna’s condition and He 
quickly brought Him before Radhika, seating Him on Her right side. How beautiful 
Radhika looked, sitting on Krsna’s left! Again and again Madhumangala told Radhika: 
"Now take Krsna (as Your husband) and rule Your empire! The prize You will get for that 
is His jewel-like embrace! Accept that prize carefully!" (1248 1251) 

suni madhu vacana lalita hasi sukhe; dilena modaka madhumahgalera mukhe 
madhu kohe koila dosa bandhila amaya; aiche laksa laddu bhuhjaile dosa yaya 
eto kohi bhahgi kori' modaka bhusjaye; sakhi suvestita duhhe sobha niriksaye 
modaka bhuhjiya ad sumadhura bhase; bahu karya ache - boli coloye ullase 

"Hearing Madhumangala’s words, Lalita blissfully laughed and put a sweetmeat in 
his mouth. Madhumangala said: "You have offended me, but you will be forgiven if you 
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give me a hundred thousand laddus like that!" Saying that, he made many gestures and 
ate the sweets, while gazing at the beauty of Radha and Krsna being surrounded by Their 
sakhis. While enjoying the sweets, he sweetly said: "I have a lot of things to do!" and 
blissfully went off. 

umrao, raja - donhe nikuhja bhavane; korila pravesa ad ullasita mane 
surata samare donhe srama yukta hoila; vividha kautuke sakhi srama dura koila 
ahe srinivasa rahga kohite ki ara; umrao grama nama e hetu ihara 

"Then the emperor and the empress joyfully entered into a grove cottage. When 
They became tired of Their lovesports there, the sakhis soothed Them in different expert 
ways. Ahe Srinivasa! What more can I say about all the fun that went on there? For this 
reason this village was named Umrao!" (1256 1258) 


7. NARI SEMARI 

pandita kohoye - nari semari - e grame; syamari kinnari - e gramera purva nama 
radhikara mana bhahga upay na dekhi; eikhane sri krsna hoila syama sakhi 
vina yantra bajaiya aila ethay; sri radhika kohe - e kinnari sarvathay 
suni vina vadya rai vihvala hoila; nija ratna-mala tarn gale poraila 
kinnari kohe - mana ratna more deho; anugraha koriya apana kori leho 
e vakya suniya rai manda manda hdse; dure gelo mana - magna hoila ullase 

Raghava Pandita said: "This village Nari Semari was previously called Syamari 
Kinnari. One time Sri Krsna found no means to soothe Sri Radhika's proud huff, so He 
dressed Himself like a gopi named Syama-sakhi here, playing a Vina. Sri Radhika, hearing 
the sound of this Vina, was overwhelmed with joy and said: "This must be a Kinnari 
(demigoddess)!" She took Her own jewel necklace and hung it around Syama-sakhi's 
neck. That Kinnari then said: "Give Me the jewel of Your pride (give up Your anger 
towards Me)!" Hearing these words, Radhika smiled slightly. Her anger was gone and She 
was once again immersed in bliss." (1270 1275) 


11 


Excerpts from 'Bhakti Ratnakara' 


8. PAVANA SAROVARA 

Srila Raghava Pandita describes a pastime of Sanatana Gosvami by this 
celebrated lake near Nandagrama. 

vrnddvana hoite asi' e nirjana vane; premete vihvala sada krsna aradhane 
sahgopane rahe bhaksanera cesta nai; keho ndjdnaye - ke achaye ei thai 

"Srila Sanatana Gosvami came from Vrndavana to this lonely forest and constantly 
worshiped Krsna here in ecstatic love. He stayed here without even endeavouring to 
collect any food. No one knew that he was there." (1301 1302) 

krsna gopa balakera chale dugdha loiya; dadaila gosvami sammukhe harsa hoiya 
go raksaka vesa mathe usnisa sobhaya; dugdha bhanda hate dhari' gosvamire koy 
achaho nirjane toma keho nahijane; dekhilam tomare asiya gocaraEe 
ei dugdha pan koro amara kothay; loiya yaibo bhaEda rakhilo ethay 

"Krsna then came to him dressed as a cowherdboy, blissfully standing before Him 
with some milk. He had a beautiful turban on His head and a milkpot in His hand as He 
told Sanatana Gosvami: "Nobody knows that you're here all alone! I saw You here when 
I came here to herd My cows. Please drink this milk! I will pick up the pot later, just keep 
it here!" (1303 1306) 

kutire while mo sabhara sukha hobe; aiche raho ithe vrajavasi duhka pabe 
eto kohi' gopalera hoilo gamana; mugdha hoiya pan koilo sanatana 

dugdha pan matre preme adhairya hoilo; netrajale sikta hoiya bahu kheda koila 
alaksite prabhu sanatana prabodhila; vrajavasi dvdre eka kutire koraila 
aiche sanatanera hoilo vasaloy; madhye madhye etha sri rupera sthiti hoy 

"We will all be happy if you would stay in a hut (instead of outside)! If you stay 
here like this, the people of Vraja will be very sad!" Saying this, Gopala went away and 
Sanatana drank the milk in an enchanted state. After he drank, he became overwhelmed 
with ecstatic love and he sprinkled himself with tears. The Lord secretly addressed 
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Sanatana Gosvami and had the people of Vraja make a hut for him. In this way Sanatana 
Gosvami got his own dwellingplace there. Sometimes Sri Rupa Gosvami also stayed 
there." (1307 1311) 

eka dina sri rupa gosvami sanatane; bhunjaite dugdhannadi korilen mane 
aiche mane kori punah sankocita hoila; sri rupera manovrtti radhika janila 
ghrta dugdha tandula sarkaradi loiya; gopa balikara chale aila harsa hoiya 

"One day Sri Rupa Gosvami thought of feeding Sanatana Gosvami (his guru) some 
ksira (sweet rice). He became hesitant, but Sri Radhika had seen what was on his mind, 
so She blissfully came before Him as a cowherd girl, bringing ghi (clarified butter), milk, 
rice and sugar with Her." (1312 1314) 

rupa prati kohe svami ei sab leho; sighra pak kori krsne samarpi bhunjaho 
mata mora ei kotha kohilo kohite; kono-i sankoca yeno nahi kabhu cite 
eto kohi sri radhika kautuke colila; sri rupa gosvami sukhe sighra pak koila 

"She told Sri Rupa: "O Svamiji! Take all these ingredients, quickly cook for Krsna 
and offer it to Him! My mother told Me to do this, so don’t feel shy at all!" After saying 
this, Sri Radhika joyfully left and Sri Rupa Gosvami blissfully began to cook." (1315 1317) 


krsne samarpiya gosvami sanatana; 
sanatana gosvami samagri sugandhite; 
dui eka grasa mukhe diya sanatana; 
sanatana samagri vrttanta jijhasilo; 


kori parivesana paramananda mane 
najane kautuka sukha upajaya cite 
hoila adhairya - asru nahe nivarana 
sri rupa kramete sab vrttanta kohilo 


"After offering the food to Krsna, Rupa Gosvami served it to Sanatana Gosvami. I 
cannot describe Sanatana Gosvami's ecstasy when he smelled the nice fragrance of these 
dishes! After he had eaten one or two mouthfuls, Sanatana became agitated with ecstasy 
and could not withold his tears of love. When Sanatana Gosvami inquired about the origin 
of the ingredients, Sri Rupa Gosvami gradually told him everything." (1318 1321) 


suniya gosvami nisedhaye bora bar; aiche bhaksya dravya cesta na koriho dr 
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eto kohi' maha prasada seva koila; sri rupa gosvami ati kheda yukta hoila 
svapna cchale sri radhika diya darasane; prabodhila sri rape janila sanatane 

"Hearing the story, Sanatana Gosvami repeatedly forbade Sri Rupa Gosvami to 
prepare food for which Sri Radhika personally had to come to provide the ingredients. 
After that he honoured the prasada, leaving Sri Rupa repenting his act. Sri Radhika then 
appeared to Sri Rupa in a dream and consoled him. Sanatana Gosvami was aware of that 
(so he did not blame Rupa Gosvami anymore)." (1322 1324) 

ahe srinivasa yaiche rupera dhairya; vaisnava samaje vyakta hoilo ascarya 
eka dina radha-krsna viccheda kathate; kandaye vaisnava murcchagata prthivite 
agni-sikha prayajvale riipera hrdoy; tathapi bdhire kichu prakasa na hoy 
karu dehe sri rupera nisvasa sparsilo; agni dagdha pray tarn dehe brana hoilo 

"Ahe Srinivasa! The Vaisnava-world was astonished at the gravity of Rupa 
Gosvami! One day he felt so much separation from Radha and Krsna that he cried and 
fainted, falling on the ground before the Vaisnavas. His heart was as if burning in the 
high flames of a fire, but still none of this was externally visible. But if Sri Rupa’s outgoing 
breath touched anyone's body, that body was burned and caught a blister!" (1325-1328) 


9. CARANA PAHADI 

At this place, which is just outside of Nandagrama, on the right side of the road 
to Kamyavana, Krsna's footprints are visible. 

carana pahadi ei parvatera ndma; etha krsna-candrera kautuka anupama 
sakha suvesdta krsna cariya parbate; gogana carave dure - dekhe cari bhite 
bhuvana mohana vese varhsi kore loiya; dadaila vrksatale tribhahga hoiya 

"This hill is named Carana Pahadi. Here Krsnacandra had lots of fun. Surrounded 
by His friends He climbed upon the hill and saw His cows grazing everywhere from afar. 
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He took His flute in His hand and stood under a tree in His beautiful threefold bending 
form and His world- enchanting dress." (1391 1393) 

vamsi vadyarambha matre jagata matilo; ye yatha chilen saba dhaiya asilo 
vamsi gana sravane sthagita sabe hoila; tulana ki gana - ei parvata dravild 
vamsi dhvani suniya ye ailo ethaya; tan sabara pada cihna dekhaho silaya 
sri krsnera pada padma cihna e rahilo; ei hern carana pahari nama hoilo 

"As soon as He began to play His flute, He maddened the whole world, and 
everyone came running to Him from wherever he was. Everyone was stunned by His 
flutesong; what can it be compared with? It made even this mountain melt! Just look at 
all these footprints on this rock! These are the footprints of all those who came to see 
Krsna after hearing His flute song! Because Sri Krsna’s lotusfoot prints are here, this place 
is named Carana Pahadi (the hill with footprints)." (1394-1397) 


10. VRNDAVANA’S CIRA GHATA 

ahe srinivasa ei cira ghata hoy; keho va cayana ghata ihare kohoy 
eka dina radha-krsna sakhigana sahge; rasadi vilasa ante etha aila sthane 
vastradika rakhi ei nipa vrksa tale; suksma kharva vastra pare namilena jale 
hoiyachilen sranta vividha vilase; srama sranti hoilo snigdha yamuna parase 

"Ohe Srinivasa! This Cira Ghata (on the bank of the Yamuna) is also called Cayana 
Ghata by some! One day, at the end of the Rasa-lila, Radha and Krsna came here with 
Their sakhis. They kept Their clothes here under this Kadamba-tree, put on thin short 
dresses and went into the water. They felt great relief from Their fatigue (of dancing the 
Rasa) by touching the Yamuna-water." (2359 2362) 

vari viharane maharahga upajilo; sakalei giya padma vane pravesilo 
krsna kono chalete asiya vrksatale; kori vastra gopana pravese punahjale 
kotoksane jala keli kori uthe tire; vastra na dekhiya sabe cintita antare 
krsna se samaye adbhuta sobha heri; dilena sabare vastra parihasa kori 
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"They had a lot of fun playing in the water and they all entered into a cluster of 
lotus flowers there. Then Krsna, through some trick, came back to the Kadamba-tree, hid 
the gopis' clothes and went back into the water. The gopis continued their water sports for 
some time more and then climbed back on the shore again. They became worried when 
they could not find their clothes back, but Krsna returned their clothes after He had 
admired their amazing beauty. Such are His joking sports!" (2363 2366) 


11. SRlLA RUPA GOSVAMTS VISION IN VRNDAVANA 

eka dina sri rupa gosvdmi vmddvane; bhdvaye manase maha ullasita hoiya 
radhikdra vesa viracaye sakhigana; prstha dese rahi krsna kore niriksana 
krsna ye dekhen taha radhika najane; janaite sakhira kautuka badhe mane 
vicitra bandhane kesa koriya bandhana; radhikara age sakhi dharila darpana 

"One day Sri Rupa Gosvami blissfully meditated in Vrndavana that the sakhis were 
dressing Sri Radhika while Krsna secretly stood behind them, watching them. Sri Radhika 
did not notice it, and Krsna increased His own pleasure by making His presence known 
to the sakhis only. After the sakhis had braided Radhika's hair with a beautiful string, they 
held a mirror before Her." (3805 3808) 

sri radhika nija mukha sobha nirakhite; krsna mukhacandra dekhe sei darpanete 
vyasta hoilen rai lajja atisaya; loiya vasana sighra sarvahga jhapaya 
sakhigana hase maha kautuka hoilo; sri rupa gosvdmi sei sangei hasilo 

"When Sri Radhika beheld the beauty of Her own face in the mirror, She saw 
Krsna’s moonlike face behind Her. She became very shy and quickly took a garment to 
cover Herself with. When the sakhis saw this fun, they began to laugh and Sri Rupa 
Gosvami (in his spiritual identity as Sri Rupa Manjari) laughed with them." (3809 3811) 

heno kale aila vaisnava ekajana; sri rupe dekhite ati utkanthita mana 
sri rupa hasen dekhi' kichu na kohila; vimarsa hoiya sanatana age geld 
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"Just then one Vaisnava came who was eager to see Sri Rupa Gosvami. Sri Rupa 
just laughed without saying anything to that Vaisnava-devotee, so the devotee became 
displeased and went to Sanatana GosvamL" (3812 3813) 

vaisnava kohoye genu sri rupa dekhite; amare dekhiya tehho lagild hasite 
mono duhki hoiya are kichu na kohinu; na bujhi karana kichu jijndsite ainu 
ye nimitta hdse ta kohila sanatana; suni vaisnavera hoilo kheda yukta mana 
vaisnava kohen e samaya keno genu; tdra mana na bujhiya aparadha koinu 

"That Vaisnava said: "I went to see Sri Rupa Gosvami, but he only laughed at me! 
I became sad and I did not say anything, although I came to him to ask him something. I 
cannot understand why he behaved like that!" So Sanatana Gosvami explained that 
Vaisnava why Rupa Gosvami was laughing. When the Vaisnava heard this, he felt very 
sorry for misunderstanding Rupa Gosvami in this way and he said: "Why did I go to see 
him just now? I committed a great offense to him, not understanding his mind!" (3814 
3817) 

12. srIla narottama dAsa thAkuras mental service at rAdhAkunda 

(Sixth Wave, Verses 168-174) 

eka dina radha krsna sakhigana sange; vilasaye nikunje parama prema range 
sri radhika kautuke kohoye sakhi prati; etha bhaksya dravya sighra koro susahgati 

"One day Radha and Krsna were playing in the nikunja with Their sakhis with 
great love and Sri Radhika eagerly told Her friends: "Quickly arrange for something to 
eat here!" 

lalitadi sakhi maha ullasita hoiya; bhaksana sdmagri sabe kore yatna paiya 
narottama dasi rupe ati yatna mate; dugdha avartana kore sakhira ihgite 
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Lalita and her sakhis then very blissfully collected the ingredients for the picknick 
and Narottama Dasa, in his spiritual body as Radhika's maidservant, very carefully stirred 
the milk on the sakhis' indication." (170 171) 

uthali paraye dugdha dekhi vyasta hoila; culli hoite dugdha patra haste namdila 
hasta dagdha hoilo - taha kichu smrti nai; dugdha avartana kori' dilb sakhi thai 
manera anande radha-krsne bhunjailo; avasesa labhya matre bahya jnana hoilo 

"He became very upset when he saw that the milk boiled over and he quickly lifted 
the milkpot from the fire with his hand. In this way he burned his hand, but he was not 
aware of it and gave the milk to another sakhi to stir it. In great joy he mentally offered 
the milk to Radha and Krsna and only when They left him Their remnants He returned 
to external conciousness. (In other words, he burned his material hand, although he was 
rendering devotional service in a mentally conceived spiritual body)." (172 174) 


13. SRILA SANATANA GOSVAMTS LOVE FOR THE PEOPLE OF VRAJA 

eka grame rahi’ ara grame yabe jay; gramavasi loka gosvamirapache dhay 
kiba bala vrddha - keho dhairya nahi mane; gosvamira vicchede kandaye sarvajane 
sanatana gosvdmi-o krandana koriya; nija nija grhe pathayena prabodhiya 
krandana samvari’ sobe nija grhe gele; tabe sanatana any a grame sighra cole 
ye grame jaibo sei grdmavdsigana; dure hoite dekhe sanatanera gamana 
kiba bala vrddha yuba stri purusagane; sabe kohe - ei dekho rupa sanatane 

“When Sanatana Gosvami moved from one village to the other, the villagers were 
running after him. Neither the young or the old could remain calm; all of them wept out 
of separation from him. Sanatana Gosvami would also weep while sending them back 
home. All the villagers wept as they returned home, while Sanatana Gosvami hurried to 
the next village. Whatever village Sanatana Gosvami visited, the villagers saw him 
coming from afar. The young, the old, the children, women and men - all said: “Look! 
There are Rupa and Sanatana!” (1346-1351) 
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vrajavasiganera adbhuta sneha hoy; rape dekhile-o rupa sanatoria koy 
grand lokagana keho sthira hoite nare; agusari cole sanatane anibare 
bahu ratna labhye daridrera sukha yaiche; sanatana darsane sabara sukha taiche 
ativrddha vrddha yoto stri purusagana; putrabhave sanatane koroye lalana 
kohe keho- are putra! mo sabe bhuliya; ki rape achila kotha mori e cintiya 
aiche kohi’sabe sanatana makha cai; apana nirmahche mone mahasukha pai 

“The people of Vraja had a wonderful affection - when they saw only Rupa 
Gosvami they would still say ‘Rupa-Sanatana’. None of the villagers could remain calm - 
they would rush forward to bring Sanatana in, happy to see him, like a poor man who 
just found many jewels. The old and the very old women and men fondled Sanatana 
Gosvami like their own child. Some would say: “O my son! How could you survive while 
forgetting us? We die while thinking of this!” Saying this they would look at Sanatana’s 
face and find great happiness, considering themselves blessed. (1352-1357) 

stri parusa vrddha yuva, jarajanma se gramete; ta sabara bhratr-bhava - vihvala snehete 
keho kohe - bhrata tumi achila kemone; bajhi mo sabare kabha na korila mone 
kene bhrata ! mo sabare hoila nirdaya; aiche koto kohe - netre asradhara boy 
balika balaka ase’ car ana sparsite; kore nivarana sabe - nare nivarite 
kicha dure rohiya gramera vadhagana; sahkocita hoiya sabe koroye darsana 

“Whoever was born in that village - women, men, young or old - they were all 
overwhelmed with feelings of fraternal affection. Some said: “Brother, how are you? I 
understand you never think of us! Why, brother, are you so merciless towards us?” As 
they spoke like that, tears flowed from their eyes. Girls and boys came to touch his feet. 
Others tried to stop them, but in vain. The newly married women of the village kept 
some distance and timidly took his darsana from a distance. (1358-1362) 

ahe srinivasa! sanatanera darsane; pranamadi kriya kdru smrti ndhi mone 
grame pravesite ye ye aise dhaiya; haste dhari loiya cole drdha alihgiya 
divya vrksa tale sabe monera ullase; sanatane bosai boisoye cari pdse 
dadhi dugdha navanita adi grha hoite; ane yatne sabe sanatane bhuhjaite 
bhojana kautuka samadhiya kotokhone; susthira hoiya sukhe boise sarvajane 
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“O Srinivasa! When they saw Sanatana, no one thought of offering formal 
obeisances to him - in whatever village he entered into they held his hand and firmly 
embraced him. They all seated him at the base of a divine tree and sat all around him. 
They carefully brought yoghurt, milk and butter from their homes and fed it to Sanatana. 
After completing the tumult of feeding him they calmed down and blissfully sat with him. 
(1363-1367) 

sanatana gosvami parama snehavese; sabe sarva prakarei mahgala jijhase 
kdro koto kanya putra vivaha kothay; ki nama kahara kaiche pravina nirbhaya 
gabhi vrsadika koto krsikarma karo; kdro grhe sasya koto kaiche vyavahd.ro 
sarira ayogya kao kaiche manovrtti; aiche jijhasite sabe hon harsa ati 
gosvdmite krame sabe sab nivedaya; kara duhka sunitei maha duhki hoya 
sanatana prabodhe tahara duhka khoy; ei sab prasahge ratri prabhata koroya 

(Although Sanatana Gosvami was most renounced, his love for the people of Vraja 
transcended all his rules of renunciation and out of great love for them he would speak 
about worldly subjects with them all night). "Most affectionately Sanatana Gosvami 
inquired from the Vrajavasis about their welfare: How many sons and daughters do you 
have and where are they married? What are their names and how do they live? How 
much harvest you collected in your house and how much ploughing have you done? Are 
you physically unwell? How do you feel mentally?" The Vrajavasis were all very happy 
when he asked these things from them and they gradually informed him of everything. If 
anybody was suffering that would make Sanatana Gosvami very unhappy. Sanatana 
would then mitigate their distress by speaking to them. In this way they passed the whole 
night, speaking until sunrise." (1368-1373) 

prate pratah kriya sighro kori sanatana; snanadika koritei aise sarva jana 
dadhi dugdhadika sabe sighro anayay; sanatana gosvdmire bhuhjite kohoy 
bhuhjena sri gosvami sabare bhuhjdiyd; dekhaye sabara sobha ullasita hoiya 
purva mata grama hoite korite gamana; vyakula hoiya kande vrajavasigana 
yaiche snehacarya - ta kohite anta nai; vividha prakare sabe prabodhe gosai 


20 


Excerpts from 'Bhakti Ratnakara' 


Sanatana Gosvami then quickly went to do his morning duties; after his bath all 
the villagers came out quickly to serve him milk and yoghurt. They told Sanatana 
Gosvami to eat and he also fed all of them. When he saw how beautiful they were he was 
very happy. Like before, the Vrajavasis were very upset when he left the village. There is 
no end to the narrations of their affection - Sanatana Gosvami addressed them in various 
ways. (1374-1378) 

katho dure sange sabe gamana korite; den nija sapatha sabdre phiraite 
ei rupe grame grame koriya bhramana; aisen baithdn grdmete sanatana 
sanatane dekhiya grdmera lokajoto; ye anande magna - ta kohibe keba koto 
sanatana sabara mangala jijhdsoy; gowayen diva nisi ullasa hiyay 
eka ratri vasa - e nirbandha sabe jane; hoiya vyakula tei kohe sanatane 
kotho din thakile sabara bhalo hoy; mano ta sabara kotha na hao nirday 
pratah kalejabe ei nirbandha tomara; chadaho nirbandha - prana rakhoho sabara 
aiche grdmavasi koto kohen kandiya; e hew. rohilo etha sabe sukha diya 
baithdn gramiya ara nikatastha joto; sabe sanatana gune magne avirata 

They would all follow him for a long way until he swore them to return. In this 
way Sanatana wandered from village to village until he arrived at Baithan village. Seeing 
Sanatana all the villagers were immersed in indescribable bliss. Sanatana inquired from 
all about their welfare and spent a day and a night there with a happy heart. Everyone 
knew that Sanatana had taken a vow just to stay for one day and one night at one place, 
but still they anxiously begged him: “Everyone will be so happy if you would stay for 
some days. Please heed our plea and don’t be cruel to us. According to your vow you will 
leave us the next morning - please give up your vow and save our lives.” Thus the 
villagers spoke to him and wept and he felt compelled to stay [for a while] to the joy of 
all. All the villagers of Baithan and the surrounding area were always immersed in the 
glorious attributes of Sanatana Gosvami. (1379-1387) 


14. SRlLA RAGHUNATHA DASA GOSVAMI AND THE TIGERS. 

eka dina sanatana vmdavana hoite; etha aila sri gopala bhattera vasate 
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manasa pdvana ghate colilen snane dekhe; eka vyaghrajala piye seikhdne 
raghundtha dhyanavese achen bosiya; vyaghra vane gela tara nikata hoiya 

"One day Sanatana Gosvami came here (to Radhakunda) from Vrndavana to stay 
with Sri Gopala Bhatta. When he came to the bathingplace (on the northern bank of 
Syamakunda) named Manasa Pavana Ghata (where Sri Radhika daily takes Her bath 
before worshiping the Sungod) he saw one tiger drinking water there. Raghunatha Dasa 
sat there, absorbed in meditation, while the tiger passed him, going into the forest." 

kotoksane raghundtha cdhe cari pane; dekhena sri sanatana aisen snane 
bhumite podiya sanatane pranamiya; sanatana snehavase alihgana koila 

"After a while Raghunatha Dasa looked in all four directions and saw that Sri 
Sanatana had come there for his bath. He fell to the ground to offer his obeisances to 
Sanatana Gosvami, who affectionately embraced him" 

raghundtha prati snehe kohe dhire dhire; vrksatala hoite ebe rohibe kutire 
janaiya visesa gosvami geld snane; kutirera drambha hoilo sei dine 
anya hita hetu raghundtha sei hoite; rahilena kutire gosaira ajha mate 

"Gently and affectionately Sanatana Gosvami told Raghunatha Dasa: 'Leave the 
base of this tree now and stay in a hut from now on! 1 After making this very clear, 
Sanatana Gosvami went for his bath. From that day on the kutira- system began (Vaisnavas 
at Radhakunda now live in small cottages instead of in the open air). From then on, for 
the benefit of others, Raghunatha Dasa stayed in a hut, on the order of Sanatana 
Gosvami." 


15. GOPISVARA MAHADEVA IN VRNDAVANA 


ki apurva sobha ei vanera bhitora; gunatita linga rupa nama gopisvara 
ei sadasiva vmda-vipina palaya; ihake pujile sarva karya siddhi hoy 
gopigana sada krsna sahgera lagiya; nirantara puje yatna nana dravya diya 
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kohite ki pari ye mahima gurutara; gopika pujita teriho nama gopisvara 
indradi devata stud koroye sadaya; vmdavane priti vrddhi ihara krpaya 

"How wonderful is the beauty of this forest! Here is the transcendental linga- 
vigraha named Gopisvara! This Sadasiva (the transcendental source of all Sivas) protects 
Vrndavana; anyone who worships Him will be successful in all his duties! The gopis 
always desired Krsna’s association, and therefore they always carefully worshiped 
Gopisvara with different ingredients. How can I describe His great glories? Because the 
gopikas worship Him, He is called Gopisvara (master of the gopis). The devatas like Indra 
always praise Him, and by His grace one's love for Vrndavana increases" 

vmdavanavani patejaya soma soma- 
maule sanandana sanatana naradedhya 
gopesvara vraja vilasi yuganghri padme 
prema prayaccha nirupadhi namo namas te 

(Visvanatha Cakravarti's Sankalpa Kalpadruma -103) 

"Glory to You, O Lord of Vrndavana with the moon-crest! O Gopisvara, who is 
worshipable by Sanandana and the four Kumaras, Sanatana Gosvami and Narada Muni! 
We offer our obeisances unto You! Give us causeless love for the lotus-feet of the two 
enjoyers of Vraja, Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna!" 


16. BHANDIRA VANA 

This forest lies on the eastern bank of the Yamuna, about 20 km. north of 
Vrndavana. Here was the famous huge Bhandira-banyan-tree which is mentioned in the 
Puranas as being a playground for Krsna and His cowherd boys. 

eka dina krsna eka bhandira talaya; varhsi vadya koilo yate jagata mataya 
varhsi-dhvani suni radha adhairya hoila; sakhi saha asi sighra krsnere milila 
hoilo paramananda dorihara antare; sakhigana sange nana rangete vihare 
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"One day Krsna maddened the world by playing His flute at the base of this 
Bhandira-tree. Hearing the sound of the flute, Radha became impatient and quickly came 
here with Her girlfriends to meet Krsna. Both Radha and Krsna became most happy at 
heart and began to play here in different ways with Their girlfriends." 

sri radhika krsna prati kohe rnrdu bhdse; sakha saha kaiche krida koro e pradese? 
sri krsna kohena - etha mallavesa dhari; sakhagana saha sukhe malla-yudha kori 
mora sama malla-yuddha keho najanoy; anayase kori any a malle parajoy 

"Sri Radhika softly asked Krsna: "What kind of games do You play here with Your 
friends?" Sri Krsna said: 'I dress like a wrestle and blissfully wrestle with My friends here! 
No one knows how to wrestle like Me! I easily defeat everyone in wrestling!"" 

hasiya lalita krsne kohe bara bara; mallavese yuddha aji dekhibo tomdra 
eto kohi sakalei koila malla-vesa; krsna mallavese darpa koroye asesa 
krsna pane cahi rai manda manda base; mallayuddha hem yuddha sthalete pravese 
maha malla-yuddhe nahijaya parajaya; hollo ananda kandarpera atisaya 

"Lalita laughed and told Krsna time and again: 'Let me see You fight in that 
wrestlers dress today! When Lalita said that, everyone dressed like wrestlers and Krsna 
acted with unlimited pride in His wrestlingdress! Rai (Radhika) slightly smiled while She 
blinked at Krsna and entered the wrestling arena to combat Krsna. A great wrestling 
match then began, in which no one won and no one was defeated, and which greatly 
delighted Cupid!" 


17. HAROYALA 

(Fifth Wave, 1398 - 1403) 

The village of Haroyala is now named Haroyana and is situated about 11 km. west 
of the town of Kosi. 
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dekho krsnakunda ei haroyala grama; etha vilasaye range rai-ghanasyama 
pasa-khelaite rai krsna hardila; khelaya hariya krsna maha-lajja paila 
lalita kohoye - rai pasaka kridate; anayase tumi hardila prananathe 
hoilo tomarajita aneka prakara; dekhibo - kandarpa-yuddhe kebajita hoy 
eto kohi nikuhja mandire dohhe thuiya; sakhigana dekhe rahga alaksita hoiya 
hoilo paramananda - kohite ki ara; ei hdroyala hoy adbhuta vihara 

"Behold this Krsna-kunda in this village named Haroyala; here Rai and 
Ghanasyama enjoyed Their pastimes. Here Rai defeated Krsna in a game of dice, greatly 
embarrassing Krsna. Lalita said: "Rai! You easily defeated Your Prananatha in this dice- 
game! You were victorious in so many ways, let us see who will win the battle of Cupid 
now!" Saying this, she brought Them into a nikuhja-mandira and the sakhis all viewed 
(Radha and Krsna's lovegame) from hidden places. What words can I use to describe that 
topmost bliss? All these amazing pastimes took place in the village named Haroyala!" 


18. SRI SUKA-SARIKA PRALAPA 

The male and female parrots sing Radha and Krsna's glories in the Sadanga Medini Raga 
(Fifth Wave, Verses 2903-2911) 

suka praha - sadanga medini gite yatha: 

jay a janarahjana kahja-nayana ghana ahjana nibha nava nagara ai ai 
gokula kulajakula dhrti mocana candra vadana gima sagara ai ai 
nanda tanuja vraja bhusana rasamaya mahjula bhuja muda vardhana ai ai 
sri vrsabhanutanaya hrdi sampada madanarbuda mada mardana ai ai 

"All glories to You, O delighter of the people, O lotus-eyed One, O young lover 
with the lustre of a monsoon cloud or eyeliner! You agitate the daughters of the 
cowherders of Gokula and release them from their patience, Your face shines like the 
moon and You are an ocean of virtues! O son of Nanda! O ornament of Vraja! O Relisher 
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with the beautiful arms! O increaser of bliss! O treasure of the heart of Vrsabhanu’s 
daughter! O destroyer of the pride of billions of Cupids!" 

gita nipuna nidhuvana nayanandita nimpama tandava-pandita ai ai 
bhdniL tanaya pulinahgana parisara ramani nikara manimandita ai ai 
varhsidhara dharanidhara krta bandhura adhararuna sundara ai ai 
kunda radana kamaniya krsodara vrndavipina purandara ai ai 
krsa keli kalahaika dhurandhara dha dha dhi dhi ta ga dhenna ai ai 
sa sari gari narahari-natha ei ta iti ai ai a tenna ai ai 

"O expert singer, who enjoys erotic pastimes in Nidhuvana! O peerless dancer! O 
You who is ornamented (surrounded) by many jewellike girls on the broad bank of the 
Yamuna, O holder of the flute, holder of the Govardhana Hill with Your beautiful red 
lips! O You with the beautiful teeth, that resemble Kunda-flowers! O slender hero of 
Vrndavana! O Krsna! O Leader in all playful quarrels! O Lord of Narahari! (dha dha dhi 
dhi ta ga dhenna sa sari gari ei ta iti ai ai a tenna ai ai )" 

sdrika prdha - medini gite yatha - 

jayajagatavandini, vidita ntpa-nandini, radhika candra vadani, 

duhka mocani 

syama manorahjini, dhairya bhara bhahjini, kahja khahjana mina gahji 

mrga locani 

"All glories to She who is praised by the whole world, the famous princess 
Radhika with the moon-like face, the destroyer of misery! She enchants Syama’s mind, 
destroys His patience and Her eyes defeat the beauty of lotusflowers, wagtailbirds, 
fishes and does!" 

kantijita damini, parama abhiramini, bhamini sindhu-kanyadi mada mardhini 
mahju mrdu hasini, lalita kala bhasini, bhuvanamohini, lalitadi muda vardini 
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"Her lustre defeats the lightning and is most pleasing, She is so powerful that She 
can destroy the pride of the goddess of fortune and others, She smiles lovely and sweetly, 
speaks lovely and inarticulate words, She enchants the world and increases the joy of Her 
friends like Lalita.'’ 

subhaga srhgarini, nova nova vihdrini, vrnda vipina vinodini, gaja gamini. 
rasa rasa rangini, madhura tarangini, sakala ramani mani, narahari svamini 
jhanta jharh jhanta tattha vitakato thunna drmiki trigao takata ta thaiya, 
sari rigama pamaga maria gari sas sdti ai tenna tenna tennam ti tai ai a 

"She is beautifully decorated, She plays always fresh pastimes, She rejoices in 
Vrndavana, She walks as elegantly as an elephant, She enjoys the flavours of the Rasa- 
dance, She is a river of sweetness, She is the jewel of all women and She is the mistress 
of Narahari Cakravarti" (jhanta jharh jhanta tattha vitakato thunna drmiki trigao takata ta 
thaiya. sari rigama pamaga mana gari sas sdti ai tenna tenna tennam ti tai ai a). 


19. SRI RAGHUNATHA DASA GOSVAMI READS LALITA MADHAVA: 

lalita madhava - vipralambha simd ytite; purve diyachila raghundthe asvadite 
grantha pathe raghunatha diva nisi kande; hoilo unmada duhke - dhairya nahi bande 
kabhu dure rahe giya grantha parihari; kabhu bhume padi rahe vakse kori 
khene khene nana dasa hoy upasthita; sabe cintayukta yabe hoyena murcchita 
sri rupa gosvami mone ausadha vicari; dana keli kaumudi varnila sighra kori 
raghundthe kohe iha koro dsvadana; purva grantha deho more koribo sodhana 

"(Srila Rupa Gosvami) had previously given Raghunatha dasa his ’Lalita Madhava’, 
in which the limit of love-in-separation is experienced, to relish. When Raghunatha read 
this book he wept day and night and he became almost mad of misery, unable to remain 
calm. Sometimes he kept the book far away from himself, and sometimes he fell to the 
ground, holding it to his chest. While weeping he manifest different conditions of ecstatic 
love and when he fainted everyone present became very worried. Sri Rupa Gosvami then 
thought of a medicine that could save Raghunatha’s life and he quickly wrote a book 
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named Dana Keli Kaumudi (dealing with the meeting of Radha and Krsna) , telling 
Raghunatha: "Why don't you relish this? Give me the book I gave you before back, I have 
to proofread it still!" 


20. MA JAHNAVA'S STAY AT RADHAKUNDA 

Eleventh Wave, verses 150-189 

sri radhika kunda-vasi sri dasa gosai; surd harsa hoila—colibare sadhya nai (150) 
sri rupa vicchede sada adhairya hrdaya; annadi vihane deha ksina atisaya (151) 
niyama nirvaha yaiche ye cesta antare; se sab dekhite kar hiya rid vidare (152) 

"When, Srila Raghunatha das Gosvami, who resided at Radhika-kunda, heard 
that Mother Jahnava had arrived in Vraja, he became very happy— but unfortunately 
he was unable to go and see her. His heart was always agitated by feelings of separation 
from Srila Rupa Gosvami and he had given up all solid food. Consequently his body had 
become greatly emaciated. Whose heart will not break by seeing how he followed all 
his regulative duties?" 

krsna dasa kaviraja adi bahujan; pranamiyaite koilo atma nivedane (153) 
gopala, raghava panditadi ek sathe; cole nandisvara govardhanadi hoite (154) 
sabe vmdavane kori isvari darsana; janaila dasa gosvdmira nivedana (155) 

"Many great devotees like Krsna dasa Kaviraja Gosvami went (to Mother Jahnava) 
to offer obeisances to her and surrender themselves to her. Gopala, Raghava Pandita and 
others came together from Nandisvara and Govardhana to Vrndavana to see Jahnava 
isvari. They all told her of Dasa Gosvami's plea." 

sri jahnava isvariraye hollo antare; taha vivariya ke kohite sakti dhare? (156) 
sri gopala bhatta adi gosvami sakale; janaila—sri kundayaibo pratah kale (157) 
sabe kohe — sri kundadi koriya darsana; sighra kori etha koriben agamana (158) 
srama upasama hoibek bhalo mate; tabejaiben ban-bhramana korite (159) 
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"Who is able to describe the feelings within Sri Jahnava isvarfs heart? She told Sri 
Gopala Bhatta and all the other Gosvamis — "Tomorrow morning I will go to Sri 
Radhakunda." They all replied: "Yes, quickly go to see Sri Radhakunda and other places. 
After properly resting you can then go on a forest tour of Vraja." 

iha surd sri isvari ullasita mone; colilen sri kunde vestita vijha gone (160) 
sri kundete gelen bahuldvana diya; kunda sobha dekhi'preme umadaye hiya (161) 
raghundtha dasa gosvdmira sthitiyathd; mone ei—tare giya dekhiben tatha (162) 
sri dasa gosvdmi se nirjana kunda tire; korena sri nama grahanadi dhire dhire (163) 
krsna das kaviraja agrete asiya; dasa gosvdmira age child dadaiya (164) 
avasara paiya koroye nivedana; 'sri jahnava isvarira hoilo agamana' (165) 

"Hearing this, Sri isvari (Jahnava) was very happy at heart and she went to 
Radhakunda, surrounded by her wise and learned devotees. She went to Sri Radhakunda 
through Bahulavana. Seeing the beauty of the kunda her heart was startled with ecstatic 
love, and she thought: 'Let me go there where Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is staying." 
Sri Dasa Gosvami was softly chanting nama on a solitary bank of the kunda when 
Krsnadas Kaviraja came before him and told him on the opportune moment: 'Sri Jahnava 
isvari has come." 

sum ki adbhuta prema vyapilo hrdaye; dgusari cole asruyukta netra dvaye (166) 
sri isvari dekhe dasa gosvdmi gamana; atisaya ksina tanu, teja surya-sama (167) 
sri isvari antara bujhite keba pare?; jhare dui netre vari—nivarite nare (168) 

"When Sri Dasa Gosvami heard this, such a wonderful prema pervaded his heart, 
and he came forward with tear-filled eyes. Sri isvari saw how Dasa Gosvami walked, how 
greatly emaciated his body was and how he shone like the sun. Who can understand the 
heart of Sri isvari? She could not stop the tears streaming from her eyes." 

sri dasa gosvdmi pranamite dhairya dhari; koilo ye ucit premamayi sri isvari (169) 
sri isvari age dasa gosaiye koy; taha suni kara va na vidare hrdaya (170) 
madhava deary a adi sabara sahite; milane adbhuta prema uthalaye cite (171) 


29 


Excerpts from 'Bhakti Ratnakara' 


ki adbhuta asru-dhara sabdra nayane; sakalei sthira hoilen koto ksane (172) 
tint gramera vrajavast lokagana; sabe harsa isvarira koriya darsana (173) 

"Sri Dasa Gosvami calmed down and offered his obeisances unto Mother Jahnava. 
Loving Sri isvari then did what was proper. Whose heart will not break after hearing what 
Sri isvari told Dasa Gosvami? Dasa Gosvami's heart also overflowed with astonishing 
prema as he met with all the other devotees, like Madhava Acarya. What wonderful 
streams of tears flowed from everyone's eyes! After a while everyone calmed down. The 
Vrajavasis from Arit village (the present Radhakunda village) were all very happy to see 
Jahnava isvari." 

dina tina cari rahi sri radhakundete; korilen paka kriya parama yatnete (174) 
krsne bhoga samarpiya ullasa antare; bhuhjaila vrajavasi vaisnava sabare (175) 
prasada sevaneye dnanda premoday; keba na dekhite sadha kore se samaya (176) 
sri jahnava isvarira alaukika riti; ki bujhibo? mo char era nahi buddhi gad (177) 

"She stayed at Sri Radhakunda for three or four days, and very attentively cooked 
there. With a blissful heart she offered her preparations to Krsna and then fed the prasada 
to all the Vrajavasis and Vaisnavas. Who was not fulfilled at that time by seeing the 
ecstatic love that arose from the service (eating) of this prasada ? Who am I to understand 
the extraordinary activities of Sri Jahnava isvari? The brain of a fool like me cannot 
conceive of them." 

eka dina madhyahna samaye kunda tire; suni' se varhsira dhvani sthira hoite nare (178) 
kautiika dekhilo se any a agocara; vijhe vistaribo e prasahga manohara (179) 
tathapi kohiye kichu — isvari ullase; varhsi-dhvani suniya cahaye cari pose (180) 

"One day at noontime Mother Jahnava heard the sound of a flute on the bank of 
Radhakunda and she could not remain calm anymore. She could perceive this curiosity, 
but others couldn't. Still, for the realised devotees I will recount some of this captivating 
narration. Hearing the flute-sound, Mother Jahnava blissfully looked all around." 

kadambera tale dekhe syama cikaniya; tribhahga bhahgima koti kandarpa jiniya (181) 
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manda manda hash se madhura varhsi raya; ke dhare dhairaya jate jagat matay (182) 
sri radhika lalitadi sakhigana-sahge; bedhiyache syamala sundare maha range (183) 
se adbhuta sobha dekhi' jahnava isvari; hoila murcchita yaiche kohite na pari (184) 

"At the base of a Kadamba-tree she saw glossy Syamasundara, standing in a 
threefold bending form, His beauty defeating that of millions of Cupids. Who in the world 
would not be maddened at the sight of this slightly smiling, sweet flute-player? Very 
blissfully Sri Radhika, Lalita and the other sakhis stood surrounding this very playful 
Syamasundara. When Jahnava Isvari saw this astonishing beauty she fainted in a manner 
that I cannot describe." 

koto ksane cetan paiya sthira hoila; nirjane e rahga—anye prakasa na koila (185) 
jaiben sri govardhanadi darsanete; tahajanaila dasa gosvami agrete (186) 
sri dasa gosvami bhume podi pranamiya; dila anumati dainye nimagna hoiya (187) 
sunite se dainya kara hiya na vidare?; ki kohibo isvariraye hoilo antare (188) 
paricarikadi madhye jahnava isvari; kunda hoite govardhane geld dhiri dhiri (189) 

"After a short while she regained her composure and kept this curiosity to herself, 
without revealing it to others. Then she went to Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami and told 
him that she was going to have darsana of Govardhana and other places. Sri Dasa 
Gosvami fell to the ground and offered prostrated obeisances unto her before granting 
her permission to leave, immersed in an ocean of humility as he was. Whose heart will 
not break after hearing of this humility? And what can I say to describe Isvarfs heart? 
Thus Jahnava Isvari slowly left Radhakunda to go to Govardhana, surrounded by her 
servants." 


21. RAGHUNATHA DASA GOSVAMI’S INDIGESTION 
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ahe srinivasa eka dina raghunatha; bhuhjilena manase prasadi dugdha bhata 
hoilo ajirna deha bhara atisaya; kaiche dehabhara hoilo keho na bujhaya 
sriballabhaputra srivitthalanatha suni, dui cikitsaka loiya add apani 
nadi dekhi cikitsaka kohe barn barn; ‘dugdha anna khaila ihoh ithe dehabhara 
srivitthalanatha kohe hoiya vismaya; dugdha anna ihare sambhava kabhu noy 
raghunatha kohe ‘ei susatya vacana; manase korinu mui dugdhanna bhojana” 
suniya Sahara mane hoilo camatkara; aiche raghunatha kriya ki kohibo ara 

“Aha Srinivasa! One day Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami mentally ate some offered 
sweet rice and thus got indigestion and overweight. No one could understand how he 
(such an austere person) could get obese like that. When Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami’s 
friend Sri Vitthalanatha, the son of Sri Vallabha, heard this he called for two doctors who 
felt his pulse and confirmed time and again: “He has become obese due to overeating on 
sweet rice”. In astonishment Sri Vitthalanatha said: “It is impossible for him to eat sweet 
rice (let alone overeat). Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, however, confirmed “They speak the 
truth - I ate sweet rice within my mind.” Everyone was astonished to hear this. Such are 
the activities of Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami - what more can I say?” 

22. RAGHUNATHA DASA GOSVAm! AND THE LEAFCUP 
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5##t ^TTsr ^ C3FtW i^Tf; S53F ^ (TfW (Tpntst %It I 
w wf % yt?rt ^ Tbr gjt%; ^ ^ ^fsr 11 

dasa name eka vrajavasi etha roy; dasa gosvamira tare sneha atisoy 
teho eka dina sakhi-sthali grame geld; brhatpalasa patra dekhi tali' nila 
dasa gosvamira kotha mone mone kohe; annadika tyaga koila daruna virahe 
eka dona takra piye niyama tahara; ithe kichu atirikta hoibe ahara 
aiche mone koti ghare asi dona koila; take takra loiya raghunatha age aila 
navya patra dona dekhi'jijnase gosai; e brhat patra aji paila kon thai 
dasa kohe - sakhi-sthali genu gocarane; paiya uttama patra aninu ekhane 
sakhi-sthali nama sum' krodhe puma hoila; takra saha dona dure phelaiya dila 
koto ksane sthira hoiya kohe dasa prati; se candravalira sthana - na yaiba tathi 

"There was one Vrajavasi (inhabitant of Vraja) named Dasa who loved Raghunatha 
Dasa Gosvami very much. He went to the village of Sakhisthali (close to the town of 
Govardhana) and found a big leafcup there, which he brought along, thinking of 
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, who had given up eating all solid food out of coarse 
separation from Radharani. Dasa thought: "It is Raghunatha Dasa’s rule to drink only one 
cup of buttermilk a day. When I give Him this bigger leafcup he can eat a little more", 
and brought some buttermilk from his house to fill up the big leafcup. When he came 
before him, Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, seeing the new cup, asked him: "Where did you 
get this big leaf cup from?" Dasa said: "I went to Sakhi-sthali to herd my cows and I found 
this good leaf cup there and brought it to you!" Hearing the name 'Sakhi-sthali', 
Raghunatha Dasa became filled with anger and threw the leaf cup with the buttermilk 
far away. After some time he calmed down and told Dasa: "That is the place where 
Candravali lives! Don't go there!" 


23. SRI JIVA GOSVAMI AT NANDAGHAT 

[Sri Rupa Gosvami rebukes Sri Jiva Gosvami for breaking etiquette] - 5:1626-1670 
srinivas kohe - ei nirjana ethate; srijiva chilen ati ajhata rupete [1626] 
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kohi se prasahga - eka dina vmdavane; sri rupa likhen grantha bosiya nirjane [1627] 
grisma samayete sveda vyapaye ahgete; srijiva batas kore rohi’ eka bhite [1628] 
yaiche rupa gosvdmira saundaryatisay; taiche srijivera sobhayauvan samay [1629] 

Srinivasacarya said: “In this solitary place Sri Jiva Goswami lived incognito. I will 
tell you the context - one day in Vrndavana Sri Rupa Gosvami was writing a book in 
solitude. Due to the summer-heat his body was studded by sweatdrops, so Sri Jiva was 
by his side fanning him. Just as Rupa Goswami was very beautiful, Sri Jiva was also very 
beautiful in his youth.” 

keba rid koroye sadha sri rupe dekhite; sri vallabha bhatta asi’ milild nibhrte [1630] 
bhakti rasdmrta grantha mahgalacarana; dekhi’ bhatta kohe - iha koribo sodhana [1631] 

“Who was not fulfilled by seeing Sri Rupa Goswami? Once Sri Vallabha Bhatta 
came to meet Sri Rupa Gosvami in his solitary place. When he saw the introduction to 
the Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu, he told Rupa Gosvami - I will edit it.” 

eto kohi geld snane yamunara kule; srijiva colilajala anibara chale [1632] 
sri vallabha bhatta saha nahi paricoy; ‘mahgalacarane ki sandeho -jijhasoy [1633] 

“After saying this, he went to bathe in the Yamuna and Sri Jiva followed him, on 
the pretext of fetching water. Though he was not acquainted with Sri Vallabha Bhatta, 
he asked him: ‘What is your doubt about the introduction of the book?” 

suni sri vallabha-bhatta ye kichu kohilo; srijiva se sob sighro khandana korilo [1634] 
prasahge hoilo nana sastera vicar a; srijivera vakya bhatta nare khandibare [1635] 
kotoksana kori’ carca, carca samadhiya; sri ruperaprati bhatta kohe punah giya [1636] 
alapa boyos ye chilen toma-pase; tar paricoy hetu ainu ullase [1637] 

“Hearing this, Sri Vallabha Bhatta gave his explanation which Sri Jiva then swiftly 
refuted, point for point. During the discussion Sri Jiva Goswami quoted various 
scriptures, which Vallabha Bhatta was unable to refute. They debated for a while and 
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after it was all done Vallabha Bhatta returned to Sri Rupa Gosvami and told him: ‘I have 
come here in glee to inquire from you who this young man is that is staying with you.” 

sri rupa kohen - kiba dibo paricoy; jiva nama sisya mora, bhrdtdra tonoy [1638] 
ei katho din hoilo aila desa hoite; suni’ bhatta prasarhsa korilo sarva mate [1639] 

Sri Rupa Gosvami said: “What can I say about him? He is named Jiva and is my 
student and nephew. He has been staying with me for a while, having come from 
Bengal.” Hearing this, Bhatta praised him in all respects.” 

rupa samadare bhatta korila gamana; sri jiva yamuna hoite aila sei-ksana [1640] 
sri rupa kohen srijivere mrdu bhase; more krpa kori bhatta aila mora pose [1641] 
mora hita lagi’ grantha sudhibo kohila; e ati alapa vakya sahite narild [1642] 
tahe purba desa sighro koroho gaman; mana sthira hoile asiba vmdavana [1643] 

‘After offering his respect to Sri Rupa Gosvami, Bhatta left. Just then Sri Jiva 
returned from the Yamuna. Sri Rupa Gosvami told him softly: “Out of the kindness of his 
heart Bhattaji came to me and offered to help me by editing my book, but you could not 
tolerate even this little from him. Return to your home land and when your mind has 
become stable you may return to Vrndavana.” 

gosvdmira ajhaya colila purba-pane; katho dure mana sthira koila sabdhane [1644] 
gosvdmira ajha nai nikate asite; ehetu aila etha nirjana banete [1645] 
rahi’patra kutire khedita atisaya; kabu kichu bhuhje, kabhu upavasa hoy [1646] 
deha hoite prana bhinna koriya tvarite; prabhu-padapadma pabo - ei cinta cite [1647] 

“Sri Jiva Gosvami thus left, on Sri Rupa Gosvami’s order. After travelling for a 
while his mind calmed down. Thinking ‘Rupa Gosvami ordered me not to come near him’ 
he came to this solitary forest where he stayed in a hut, feeling very distressed. Sometimes 
he ate a little, sometimes he fasted. He was rapidly proceeding to leave his body as he 
was absorbed in thoughts of how to attain Rupa Prabhu’s lotus-feet.” 

akasmat sanatana gosvami aila; grami-loka agusari grame loiya geld [1648] 
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parama ullase bosaiya gosvamire; jijhdsi’ kusala punah kohe dhire dhire [1649] 
alapa boy os eka tapasvi sundara; katho dina hoilo robe e bana bhitor [1650] 
bhuhjaite yatna kori anek prakara; kabhu phala-mula bhuhje, kabhu nirahara [1651] 
bahuyatne kihcit godhuma curtia loiya; koroye bhaksana tahajale misaiya [1652] 
aiche suni’jdnilo - achayejiva etha; batsalye hoiya ardra colilen tatha [1653] 

“Suddenly Sanatana Goswami appeared there. The villagers came out to greet him 
and take him into the village. In great bliss they seated Goswamipada and when he 
inquired about their welfare they calmly replied: “Since a few days a young ascetic is 
staying in the nearby woods. We tried to feed him in so many ways, but he sometimes 
fasts and sometimes just eats fruits and roots. With great effort we convinced him to 
accept some wheat and he is now eating that, raw, mixing it with some water.” Hearing 
this, Sanatana Goswami understood that it was Jiva Goswami, so, melting with parental 
affection, he went there.” 

srijiva chilen patra-kutire bosiya; gosvdmira darsane dharite nare hiya [1654] 
lotaiya pore gosvdmira padatale; srijivera cesta dekhi’ vismita sakale [1655] 
snehavese sanatoria jijnasilo yaha; srijiva sanksepe krame nivedilo taha [1656] 

“Sri Jiva was sitting in a leaf-hut; when he saw Sanatana Goswami coming, his 
heart ran after him and he fell and rolled at his feet. Seeing Sri Jiva’s activities, everyone 
was astonished. Overwhelmed with affection, Sanatana Goswami asked him what had 
happened and Sri Jiva briefly told him everything in good order.” 

suni sri gosvdmijibe rakhi seikhane; grami-loke prabodhi’ gelen vrndavane [1657] 
gosvdmira gamana suniya sei-ksane; sri rupa gelen gosvdmira darasane [1658] 
gosvdmi sri rupe jijnasen samacara; ‘bhakti rasamrta sindhu’ apeksa ki ara [1659] 
sri rupa kohen - ‘praya hoilo likhan; jiva rahile-i sighro hoto sodhan [1660] 
gosvdmi kohen -jivajiya matra ache; dekhinu - tahara deha batase haliche [1661] 

‘Hearing this, Sri Sanatana Goswami kept Jiva Goswami there and went to 
Vrndavana after addressing the villagers. When, in Vrndavana, Sri Rupa Goswami heard 
that Sanatana Goswami had arrived, he at once came to see him. Sanatana Goswami 
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asked him: ‘How much longer until Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu is ready?” Sri Rupa replied: 
‘I almost finished writing it, but it would be quickly edited had Jiva been here.” Sanatana 
Goswami said: “Jiva is only still barely alive - he is so emaciated that the slightest breeze 
could blow him away.” 

aiche kohi’jivera vrttanta janailo; sri rupa jive sei-ksane andilo [1662] 
srijivera dasa dekhi’ sri rupa gosai; korilen susrusa - krpara sima nai [1663] 
srijivera arogye Sahara hoy maria; dilena sakala bhara rupa-sanatana [1664] 

“Saying this, he elaborated on Jiva Goswami’s condition. Hearing this, Sri Rupa 
had Jiva brought at once. When Sri Rupa Gosvami saw Sri Jiva’s condition he personally 
nursed him out of his limitless mercy. Everyone was concerned about Sri Jiva’s recovery 
and Rupa and Sanatana Goswami personally took all responsibility over it.” 

sri rupa-sanatana anugraha hoite; srijivera vidya-bol vyapilo jagate [1665] 
vmdavane aila digvijayi ekajan; bahu-loka sahge sarva sastre vicaksana [1666] 
teho kohe-yadi carca na pd.ro korite; tabe morn jayapatri pathaho tvarite [1667] 
suniya sri jiva sighro patri pathailo; patri pathe digvijayi parabhava hoilo [1668] 
aiche darpa kori’joto digvijayi aise; parabhava hoiya polaya nija dese [1669] 
srijivera prabhava kohite nahi paro; ahe srinivasa - ei kutira tahara [1670] 

“By the mercy of Sri Rupa and Sanatana the power of Sri Jiva’s learning spread 
over the world. Once a dig-vijayi (‘conquerer of the directions’, a travelling scholar that 
challenges other scholars wherever he goes) came to Vrndavana. He was expert in all the 
scriptures and was accompanied by many followers. Challenging the resident scholars, 
he said: ‘If you cannot debate with me then quickly send me your acknowledgement of 
defeat.’ Hearing this, Sri Jiva quickly sent him a letter of defeat (here it means a letter to 
defeat the scholar instead), reading which the Dig-vijayi was himself conquered. In this 
way any such arrogant Digvijayi who came there was defeated and fled back to his own 
region. I cannot describe the prowess of Sri Jiva Goswami. O Srinivasa, this here is his 
hut.” 


37 


Excerpts from 'Bhakti Ratnakara' 


24. SRlNIVASACARYA CELEBRATES HOLI IN HIS SIDDHA DEHA 

From the 6th wave, or chapter- 

eka dina Srinivasa vasanta samaye; sri krsnera holi-krida manase bhavaye [145] 
phalguna-stha lila name sthdna eka hoy; ebe phagu-tala tare sakale kohoy [146] 

“One day Srinivasa meditated on Sri Krsna’s Holi-pastimes in the spring season. 
There is a place named Phalguna-stha lila, which nowadays everyone names ‘Phagu- 
tala.” 

parama nirjana sthdna sobha manohara; manda manda snigdha vayu bohe nirantar [147] 
caturdike kiba nova kadambera ban; sari suka pika adi sabda rasayana [148] 
praphullita nana puspe bhramara guhjare; laksa laksa mayura mayuri nrtya kore [149] 
kurahga kurahgigana phire matta hoiya; sakhi-saha rai kanti dekhe dadaiya [150] 

“It was a completely solitary place, most beautiful and captivating. A pleasant mild 
breeze blew there all the time. In all directions there were fresh Kadamba-forests where 
birds like the Mynas, parrots and cuckoos sang deliciously. Bees buzzed around the 
various blossoming flowers, and hundreds of thousands of peacocks and peahens were 
dancing. Deer and does wandered around in inebriation. There he/she saw Radha and 
Kanu standing with Their girlfriends.” 

tatha vrnda laksa laksa dasigana sahge; holi-khela drabya sajja kore nana range [151] 
vividha prakara phalgu adi sajaila; vinadika nana yantra sumeli korila [152] 

“There, Vrnda and hundreds of thousands of her maidservants, arranged for all 
paraphernalia of the Holi-pastimes in different joyful ways, arranging for different types 
of coloured powders and assembled different musical instruments like the Vina.” 

sakhi saha rai kanu ullasa antare; holi-khela arambha korila kuhjagare [153] 
sakhigana vestita radhika maharahge; daraye apurbo phagu sri krsnera ahge [154] 


38 


Excerpts from 'Bhakti Ratnakara' 


“Blissfully, Rai and Kanu began to play Holi in the /om/a-cottage, with Their 
girlfriends. Surrounded by Her sakhis, Radhika sprinkled amazing coloured powders over 
Sri Krsna’s body in great bliss.” 

sakhira ihgite Srinivasa ddsi rape; phalguna yogana rohi radhika samipe [155] 

“On the indication of the sakhis Srinivasa in his mahjari svarupa brought coloured 
powders to Radhika.” 

ki adbhuta bandhane khelaye rai-syama; sobha dekhi’ murcchita hoyen koti kama [156] 

“How wonderfully Radha and Syama played Holi! When they witnessed Their 
beauty, millions of Cupids fainted!” 

udoye phalguna, hoilo aruna acchanna; nanayantra vadya kolahole ruddha karna [157] 

“Coloured powders flew up into the sky, covering it with a ruddy canopy. So many 
musical instruments played that their noise caused one to cover the ears.” 

rasika sekhara krsna kautuki apara; sabdra upore phagu varse anivara [158] 
sikta kori’ mrgamada kuhkumddi jale; alihgana cumbanadi kore nana chale [159] 
nirupama holi khela khele duijan; pulake purnita lalitadi sakhigana [160] 

“Krsna, the crownjewel of connoisseurs, had the greatest fun, showering coloured 
powder over everyone, sprinkling everyone with water mixed with musk and kumkum, 
and embracing and kissing all the girls on different pretexts. While Radha and Krsna 
played the matchless Holi-game, Their girlfriends, headed by Lalita, were studded by 
goosebumps of ecstasy.” 

sakale-i susthira hoiya kathoksane; rai kanu dorihe bosaila simhdsane [161] 
srama dura kori koila camare batas; Srinivasa dasira purilo abhilasa [162] 
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“After a while everyone calmed down and Srinivasa, as a maidservant, seated 
Radha and Krsna on Their throne, removing Their fatigue by fanning Them with a whisk. 
In this way her desire (for devotional service) was fulfilled.” 

hoilo seva samadhana, bdhyajnana hoite; dekhe phagumoy ahga - nare lukaite [163] 
jholamola kore phagu, saugandha apara; sthira hoite nare nasa sparsaye yahara [164] 
nid niti aiche nana manase vihvala; ke varnite pare yaiche prema anargala [165] 

“When his/her devotional service was finished he returned to external 
consciousness and saw that his (physical) body was (also) covered with the coloured 
powders, which he could not conceal. The powder was shimmering and was endlessly 
fragrant. No nose who would ever touch this fragrance could remain calm. In this way 
he was mentally overwhelmed in so many ways. Who can describe his boundless prema? 


Thus ends a selection from Srila Narahari Cakravarti's 'Bhakti Ratnakara'. 
All translations by Advaitadas © 1986-2012 
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